
 

 

 
 

 

“Make a career of humanity. Commit yourself to the noble 
struggle of equal rights.  You will make a greater person of 
yourself a greater nation of your country, and a finer world to 
live in.”   
Martin Luther King Jr..  
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Montclair State University 
Agatha Jeffers, PhD, CPA 
Faculty Council Member  

Sharon Waters, Program Manager 
Dana LaCondre Nugent 
Promise Prize Scholar 

Tiffany Scott & Neil Barnes 
Summit Scholars 

Academic Partners 

 

Bronx Community College 
Jeffry Wisotsky, MFA 

Faculty Council Member 
Ian Findlay, Derrick Johnson & 

Sebastian Rothwyn 
Promise Prize Scholars and Board   

 

The Power of Partnership    
55 Marie Nesbitt Promise Prize Scholars   $238,250 in Scholarships 

Academic Partners - Create  Opportunities for Student Success  
 
Empowered and centered at the campus level, Academic Partners collaborate to customize student focused programs to align with their specific 
mission, needs and goals.  Academic institutions benefit in the following ways: 
 

 Expand Student Recruitment and Retention by attracting and supporting underrepresented high performing students. 

 Strengthen Academic Excellence by creating a program that focuses on academic achievement, motivation and student outcomes. 

 Enhance Institutional Advancement by creating a framework  that sets an example.  This attracts and engages donors, while developing a 
strong affinity between Scholars and their alma mater. 

 
Bronx Community College            
College of Mount Saint Vincent 
Montclair State University  
Project GRAD- Newark, NJ 
Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville  

SUNY Buffalo Law School 
University of Illinois at Chicago 

University of Iowa 
University of St. Thomas, Minneapolis 

Grinnell College, Iowa (2016) 
 

 

University of St. Thomas 
Sheneeta White, PhD, MBA 
Faculty Council Member  

Linda Lanton, JD, 
MBA, Supporter University of Iowa 

Horace Porter, Ph.D 
Co-Chair Faculty Council 

 

University of Illinois 
 at Chicago 

Nathan Lake & Josh Netter 
Promise Prize Scholars 

SUNY Buffalo, School of Law 
Karen Kaczmarski, JD 
Associate Dean for Development 

Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville 

Rachel Stack, Vice Chancellor 
CEO SIUE Foundation 

 

 

College of  
Mount St. Vincent 

Elena Paulina 
Promise Prize Scholar 

and Board 
Lorraine Kriggel 

Promise Prize Parent 

Project Grad Newark 
Malcolm Minor 
Promise Prize Scholar 
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H BO graciously sponsored the Tribute and a new Promise Prize Scholarship. Our 
Tribute is a way for community to come together, celebrate our Scholars, and  for 
new and significant relationships to take root.  As Faculty Council Co-Chairs Dr. 

Horace Porter and Dr. Marcia Cantarella eloquently gave an insightful view 
into the documentary film clip, The Powerbroker: Whitney Young’s Fight for 
Civil Rights, our Tribute took on deeper meaning.  We honored the birthday 
of Whitney Young, a civil rights icon, and Dr. Cantarella’s father. We intro-
duced and congratulated our 2015 Promise Prize Scholars, as well as their 
parents and supporters.  Promise Prize Scholars shared their thoughts on 
philanthropy and giving back.  All walked away with renewed enthusiasm 
and commitment to focus on what truly matters.  

 
Annual Leadership Weekend 

July 31 & August 1, 2015 
Tr

ib
u

te
 

The first formal Scholar Orientation was held on Saturday August 1, at 
the Yale Club with all 2015 Promise Prize Scholars.   
 Christopher Byfield, Bronx Community College 
 Awele Eneanya University of St. Thomas 
 Dana LaCondre-Nugent, Montclair State University 
 Ashley Lee, University of Iowa 
 Khadijat Olagoke, SUNY Buffalo Law School 
 Sigourney Salkey,  Bronx Community College  

New Scholar Orientation   

The  focus  of  our  Summit  is to develop  leadership  skills and  capabilities  that  translate  into  
academic success, transition from school to career, and professional growth and  development.  
For the third year in a row, Natalie Holder kicked off our Summit and Promise Prize Scholar 
Summit with Scholar “Straight Talk!”.   The rest of the day was spent with area executives and 
professionals in roundtable discussions.  The result was quality sharing, leadership insights and 
professional development advice.  The Summit concluded with a report-out facilitated by Vikki 
Pryor.   Insights and new connections were gained by all.  
Topics of discussion included:  
 Managing Transitions & Synthesizing Academic & Professional Development   
        Dr. Marcia Cantarella, Author at College Countdown 
 Building Relationships for Personal Satisfaction & Success   
        Natalie Holder, Esq., Founder  & President, Quest Diversity  
 Designing a Career of Leadership Success —  
        Eon Nichols, Esq., Partner, Cuddy and Feder  

 Planning for your Financial Future —  
       Sheila Stamps, Board Director and Financial Executive 
  

Scholar Straight Talk!    Leadership Summit 

Natalie Holder, Esq. 
President, Quest Diversity 
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Board of Advisors 

 Strategically lead, guide, and plan to ensure mission consistency, program relevance, operating efficiency, 
financial responsibility and sustainability 

 Based upon a community building model, act as Ambassadors, while setting an example of service and 
philanthropy 

 With a belief in values based leadership, nurture a culture that develops people, organizations and com-
munities 

2015 Milestones 
 Introduced New Academic Partners, Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville and the University of St. 

Thomas, Minneapolis  
 Approved the launch of the Summit Scholar program  
 Launched a new dynamic and interactive Website 
 Secured HBO Sponsorship & Scholarship  
 Approved the Scholar Ambassador Cabinet of Volunteers 
 Added new Directors — Elena Paulino, and Dr. Jay Morris, Ph.D 
 Reviewed and Approved Strategic Operating Plan 

Faculty Council 

 
 Guides the Foundation toward mission relevant strategic imperatives to improve student outcomes and 

promote scholarship 
 Builds the bridge between Academic Partners and Scholars to enhance Scholar leadership, academics, and 

service 
 Ensures programming that improves academic excellence 
 Provides advice and support to Scholars, Academic Partners, the Foundation and its Board of Advisors   

Marcia Cantarella, PhD, Co-Chair 
Horace Porter, PhD, Co-Chair – University of Iowa 
Agatha Jeffers, Ph.D, CPA – Montclair State University 
Anjana Malhotra, JD – SUNY Buffalo Law School 
Jeffrey Wisotsky, MFA – Bronx Community College 
Morris Taylor, PhD Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
Sheneeta White, PhD – University St. Thomas, MN 

2015 Progress 
 Launched New Scholar Programs 

 Designed curriculum for Annual Leadership Summit 
 Implemented annual Scholar Survey  
 Revised Scholar Statement of Understanding 
 Introduced new Scholar Orientation 

 Rolled out Academic Partner Guidelines 
 Connected new scholars with committed faculty members 

 
Laura  Ballori 
Monique Blackwood, JD 
Marcia Cantarella, Ph.d 
Anthony Epps 
Ian  J. Findlay 
Derrick Johnson 

 

 
Jay Morris, Ph.D 
Joshua Netter 
Elena Paulino 
Sebastian Rothwyn 
Kojo Wallace, MD 
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Ambassadors  
& Volunteers 

Marie Nesbitt Promise Prize Scholar Ambassador Cabinet  
 

Co-chairs:   Monique Blackwood  & Elena Paulino 
Members:  Alanda Alexandre, Stephanie Fox, Roslyn Gillespie,  &       
          Derrick Johnson 

Scholars – Change the Playing Field  
  
While the primary purpose of the Marie Nesbitt Promise Prize 
Program is to support exceptional students in completing their 
education to achieve life and career success, another important 
aspect is service. 
 
Our programs are a success thanks to the generous support of 
our Scholars who give their time to volunteer and serve. Each 
Ambassador did an amazing and incredible job in making sure 
every aspect of the 2015 program was a success from the Orien-
tation to the Tribute.   
 
The Ambassador Cabinet of Alumni Scholars are leading the 
planning efforts for the 2016 Scholar Orientation, Leadership 
Summit and Retreat.  With direction from the Faculty Council, 
they will ensure the Scholar experience is meaningful, relevant, 
engaging, educational, service oriented and fun. 

 

Tiffany Scott 
Summit Scholar 

 

Roslyn Gillespie 
2009 Promise Prize Scholar 

Stephanie Fox, 2014 & Christopher Byfield, 2015 
Promise Prize Scholars 

Promise Prize Leaders Say… 
 
"I feel it is important to share information gained as an alum with current students and recent graduates. 
It is important to their professional development."  
Monique Blackwood, Esq.,  2003 Promise Prize Scholar, Co-Chair Ambassador Cabinet 

Thank You Volunteers 
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Supporters  Events 

       

Eon Nichols 
Josephine Nobles 

Daniel Parker 
Elena Paulino 

Robert Perkins 
Dorothy Pryor 

Vikki Pryor 
Rachel Stack 

Sheila Stamps 
Andre Dorra & Kathryn Swintek 

Jason Taylor 
John & Mary Tuller 

Sara Valencia 
Grace E. Vandecruz 

German & Debbie Aguiar-Velez 
Ilene Wachs 
Kojo Wallace 

Florence and Spencer Ware 
Dennis Williams 

Kate Wood  
Marva York 

2015 
 

July  31 
The Yale Club New York City  

Faculty Council Meeting 
Board of Advisors Meeting 

HBO Theatre 
HBO Promise Prize Scholar Tribute 

August 1 
The Yale Club New York City  

New Scholar Orientation 
Annual Leadership Summit  
October 2015 
Ambassador Cabinet Kickoff 
 

2016 
 

July 28 
Foundation Offices 

Board of Advisors Strategy Session &  
Annual Meeting 
 

July 29 
Foundation Offices 

Faculty Council Annual Meeting 
 Ambassador Cabinet Annual Meeting 
New Scholar Orientation  

Rye, New York 
“An Evening with the  
Promise Prize Scholars— A Celebration” 
 

July 30 
Purchase, New York 

Promise Prize and Summit Scholar 
Leadership Retreat  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Jackie Adams 
The Ballori Family 

Monique Blackwood 
Robert  & Malene Brissett 
Bronx Community College 

Dr. Marcia Cantarella  
Robert Catell 

Dr. Maryann Coffey 
Tracy Daniels 

Natalie Holder 
Thelma Dye-Holmes 

Toni Fay 
Darlena Fulp 

HBO 
William Hundley 
Karen Kaczmarski 

Ilene Lang and Neil Berkson 
Carol Matorin 
Teri McCaslin 

Siana McLean McDonald 
Marquis Miller 

Josh Netter 

55 PROMISE PRIZE SCHOLARS  GRANTED 

$238,250 SCHOLARSHIPS FUNDED 

THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2015  

Thank You! 
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It has been an exciting year for the Change Create Transform Foundation and we feel fortunate.  As we close this year, there 
are several highlights to share.  
 After over a decade of steady progress, the Marie Nesbitt Promise Prize Scholar program is on the path for growth and 

change.  We now stand at 55 scholars with over $238,000 awarded.  Much appreciation to our Board of Advisors who help 

keep our strategy future focused. 

 Alumni Scholars are enjoying many successes despite the challenges we face as a nation.  We now have  several documen-

tary filmmakers, eleven lawyers, one medical doctor, teachers, accountants, and financial services professionals, just to 

name a few.  Congratulations to each and every Scholar for persistence, resilience and service.  We are proud of you.  

 Our Academic Partners have grown from one school, SUNY Buffalo Law School in 2002, to seven academic institutions with-

out which we would not succeed.  Thank you to each of them and particularly to our Faculty Council and its co-chairs, Dr. 

Marcia Cantarella and Dr. Horace Porter for keeping our programming on track. 

 Sincere thanks to our first corporate partner HBO, who graciously sponsored our Tribute and a Promise Prize Scholarship.  

 A very special thanks to our volunteers, donors and supporters who are the wind beneath our wings. 

 

We look forward to 2016, which includes planning the first Scholar Leadership Retreat.  Your personal involvement is essen-

tial. We welcome your ideas, thoughts and input—they are encouraged all year round.  Thank you for your help in continuing 

our mission and work, enabling more deserving individuals in getting the education, mentoring and support needed to ad-

vance as constructive and contributing members of our world and communities.   

 

 

           

          Vikki L. Pryor  

          Founder and President  

Marie Nesbitt 
Inspiration 
 

Foundation Officers 
Vikki L. Pryor, JD, CPA 
Daniel V. Parker 
Frank Montgomery, JD 
 

Mission 
The Change Create Transform Foundation believes in a holistic model anchored in universal values - 

 A world in which people have the power and opportunity to utilize their full potential and gifts 
 We realize this through our work with education, community, and leadership oriented missions 

and organizations 
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2644 Kirkwood Highway 
Newark, Delaware 19711 

 
Questions and Inquiries:  

3 International Drive, Suite 140 
Rye Brook, NY 10573 

914-481-5914 
www.changecreate.org 

About Marie Nesbitt 

Born on August 16, 1917, in Clearwater, Florida and raised in South Carolina Marie Nesbitt, was a great 

granddaughter of slaves.  Her education stopped at the 3rd grade. At the tender age of 14 she became 

a single mother, and as a young woman traveled to find work in Philadelphia and finally Chicago. She 

experienced the Great Depression, Jim Crow, World War II, and the Civil Rights Movement. A field 

worker, domestic, welder and shipping clerk, she used her precious spare time as an avid reader, writ-

er, photographer, chef, homemaker, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. Her church and 

family were central to her life and she cared for and raised many relatives and others who passed 

through her home. An activist, feminist, humanitarian, and talented public speaker, Marie Nesbitt was 

a inspiration to family and friends. She taught everyone she touched to reach for the stars, do their 

best, trust in God, stand up for their beliefs, and most of all, to never give up. 

The Marie Nesbitt Promise Prize is an ongoing recognition of an extraordinary woman, and others like 

her.  It is a living tribute to how they live their lives, the principles for which they stand, and why this 

work must go on. 
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